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Welcome to the Panther Cubs Preschool 
at St. Margaret’s!

We hope this handbook will provide you with everything you need to know before the first day of school.  If you have any questions, please call the school office at 455-5791.
Preschool 3 Supplies – Please label everything with your child’s name.
Your child will need the following supplies:

1. School Bag – A simple, canvas tote bag with handles works well.  Our nursery school students should purchase a St. Margaret’s tote bag for $5.00 on the first day of school that your child can decorate.  Please label your child’s bag on the inside.
2. Lunch Box/Bag – Your child will need a lunch box/bag if he/she will be bringing lunch to preschool.  
3. Change of Clothes – Please keep one change of clothes in a labeled bag in your child’s cubby.  Children may spill or have an accident at school.  A change of clothing should include shirt, pants, socks, and underwear (all labeled).  
4. A blanket for rest time (Children may also bring a stuffed animal for rest time).

5. One box each of tissues & baby wipes, bleach wipes (for classroom use)
Preschool 4 Supplies – Please label everything with your child’s name.
1. Backpack – please put your child’s name on the inside of their backpack.

2. Lunch Box/Bag – Your child will need a lunch box/bag if he/she will be bringing lunch to preschool.  Your child should bring a nutritious snack for themselves daily and a filled water bottle.
3. Heavy (glossy-coated) two-pocket folder – This folder will go home with notes, handouts, and student work every day.

4. Change of Clothes – Please keep one change of clothes in a labeled bag in your child’s backpack.  Children may spill or have an accident at school.  A change of clothing should include shirt, pants, socks, and underwear (all labeled).  
5. A coloring book to be kept at school 

6. A pair of scissors (Fiskars blunt tip work well)
7. One box each of tissues, baby wipes, bleach wipes (for classroom use)

8. Bottle of white glue

      9.  Crayons (4 boxes of Crayola 24 pack)

     10. Watercolors (1 set basic colors)
     11. Plastic art box (small size)

School Calendar

St. Margaret’s Preschool program follows the regular school calendar for all holidays, vacations, snow days, half-days, and other scheduled days off.  All preschool students may attend the AM/PM program, when offered, on half-days and vacations.  Please see the AM/PM schedule for more details.

Attire

Please dress your child in play clothes that can get dirty.  For safety reasons, shoes should have a rubber sole and closed toe/heal – sneakers are highly recommended!  No clogs, fashion boots or flip flops please.
We go outside daily, weather permitting.  Please make sure your child is dressed appropriately for the weather.
Attendance 
It is important that your child attend preschool on his/her regularly scheduled days – we do not want anyone to miss the fun activities we do in class.  If your child will be absent or late to school (arriving after 8:45 AM), please notify the school office at 455-5791.
Arrival
Our full-day preschool hours are 8:30 AM – 2:45 PM.  You may drop your child off anytime between 8:15 - 8:30 AM.  Attendance and lunch count will be taken by 8:45 AM.  If you need care before 8:15 AM, preschool children may enroll in our AM Program from 6:30 AM – 8:15 AM.

Pre K 3 students may be brought to their classroom and signed in.  Pre K 4 should be dropped off in the cafeteria to the child’s teacher.  Student’s belongings will be placed in a basket until we move to the classroom.  Please see your child’s teacher to sign him/her in.

Dismissal
Dismissal for our half-day program is 11:30AM for the 3 year olds and 11:45AM for the 4 year olds.  Our exterior doors are locked during the school day so parents will need to enter through the main doors.  If you are early, we ask that you wait in the school office/foyer until dismissal time to avoid disruptions in the classroom.  Parents will be required to sign their child out of the classroom each day.

NEW Pre K 4  parents may wait in the lobby. Your child’s teacher will walk your child down to you from the classroom to be signed out at 11:45.

Pre K 3 parents/guardians may pick their child up in the Pre K 3 classroom at (located in the downstairs portion of the school) both for half day and full day dismissal.  

Dismissal for our full-day program is 2:45 PM.  If you are a few minutes early, please wait in the school office/foyer until dismissal time to avoid disruptions in the classroom.  If you have an appointment and need to pick-up your child early, please notify the teacher or school office before 2:00 PM.  Parents will be required to sign their child out of the classroom each day.

NEW All Pre K 4 students will be brought to the cafeteria for parent pickup at the end of the day. Here you will collect your child from his/her teacher and sign him/her out.  

If you need care after 2:45 PM, preschool children may enroll in our PM Program which runs from 2:45 – 5:30 PM.  Afterschool students will be dropped off at the program by their teacher.
If someone is picking up your child who does not normally do so please send in a written note in your child’s folder and be sure that the individual brings a photo ID.

Illness
If your child is sick, please keep him/her home from preschool.  Please contact the nurse before 

8:30 AM to notify the school of your child’s absence.  School Phone:  455-5791  x105.

Snack
Pre K 3 students will purchase snack from the classroom teacher. 

Pre K 4: Each child should bring a small, nutritious snack to school daily.
Lunch 
School lunches are $2.00.  Preschool children may bring their own lunch to school or purchase one through the cafeteria at school.  Each week, your child’s teacher will send home a lunch/milk order form for the following week.  If you would like your child to purchase lunch and/or milk, please complete the form and return it with payment to your child’s teacher.  Lunch payments may be made by cash or check made payable to St. Margaret’s School.  

Bathroom Use

All preschool children are expected to be potty trained before school starts.  Children should wear clothes that they can manage alone at bathroom time.  Please avoid belts, bodysuits, and overalls that can be difficult for children.  

There are regularly scheduled bathrooms breaks during the school day.  Children are also taken to the bathroom, as needed.  

We understand that accidents may occur.  If a child occasionally has an accident at school, we will help him/her change into spare clothes and parents will be notified.  Occasionally, in the case of a more serious accident, parents may need to come to school.

Rest Period
A short rest period is provided each afternoon.  Children may use this time to nap or rest quietly.  
Pre K 3: A mat will be provided for your child’s use only.  Please bring a sheet/towel (to cover the mat) and a blanket for rest time.  Please remember to label all of your child’s belongings and to wash them weekly.

Pre K 4: Children will be invited to rest quietly at their table with their heads down for a brief period. Please feel free to send in a small stuffed animal for your child to rest with (make sure that it is labeled).

Birthdays

We will celebrate all of the children’s birthdays during the school year – even those with summer birthdays.  Please talk with your child’s teacher to plan his/her birthday celebration.  Please do not send large cakes or other treats that are difficult for little hands.  Great ideas for birthday snacks:  small cupcakes, individual ice cream treats, donut holes, and cookies.
Special Classes

Preschool children at St. Margaret’s participate in additional “special classes” with the elementary school teachers.  

Toys

Please do not allow your child to bring toys from home to school.  Things often get lost or broken and we do not want your child to be upset.

Questions & Concerns

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to speak with your child’s teacher, the school office, or the Principal.  
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